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HR-15978, HR-16671, HR-16867 Need To Act Sacramento, CA - California Attorney General Kamala D. Harris
announced today a compromise with Google in which the company will pay $9 million to fund programs for the
victims of sex trafficking. According to the Department of Justice, this settlement ends what some describe as an
“epidemic of human trafficking” in the state. The settlement, announced on October 28, 2013, will use the money
to fund a new research center at the University of California, Irvine; provide materials for victims to help them
recover from their trauma, and several smaller grants to law enforcement agencies around the state. The funds
will be distributed in the coming months, and programs supported by the fund will begin the new year. “I am
pleased to announce this settlement, which represents the culmination of a successful effort on behalf of more
than 6,000 Californians to change the way people think about human trafficking in our state,” said Kamala D.
Harris, Attorney General. “This important agreement will provide restitution for the victims of trafficking by
combating the idea that it is acceptable for anyone to be a victim of human trafficking.” The Attorney General’s
effort, which resulted in this agreement, began when an Orange County real estate agent learned that a 15-year-
old girl had been held captive in her home for ten days and forced to have sex with seven men. The teenager was
able to escape her captor and called law enforcement who found the girl was left alone at the home from which
she escaped. The agency also learned that the home was marketed as an affordable housing development. “Over
time, I believe this settlement will drive the message further that people need to ask if they are victims of human
trafficking, and if they are, they need to call law enforcement,” said Richard Bridgford, Deputy Attorney General
for the Civil Division of the California Department of Justice. “This agreement focuses on educating people in this
statewide effort, which is ultimately a win for everyone
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