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Americans don't use much of the more than 2,000 military bases spread around the globe. And even
though they're usually underused and understaffed, the United States will still use 2,200 of them
next year. The 2,200 military bases range from small outposts in such exotic locales as Japan,
Angola, and Kyrgyzstan to huge installations, like Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune in North
Carolina, that are home to half of the U.S. armed forces. Another 20% or so of the total are overseas-
only U.S. Army bases, mainly located in Europe and South Korea. Military operations are
concentrated at or near many of the American military bases. When such actions are conducted far
from home, as they are in Somalia, Kosovo, or Iraq, base-based operations become crucial, even if
they only provide logistics and other support functions. The US government occasionally uses the
military bases to fulfill other functions, too. Sometimes the bases provide buildings for large
gatherings (such as for the annual spring address at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad), use facilities for
a political cause (the yellow ribbon symbol during the 2000 presidential election), or use facilities to
house government officials (as was the case during the 1992 Secret Service scandal). The United
States military bases are also sometimes used for training purposes (as was the case during the two
Gulf Wars), or 04aeff104c
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