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around the same time i bought vegas, i also bought konamis battalion wars, and
also had problems there. again, a friend with a key emailed konami about the
issue. they actually replied with a copy of the patch. that i was not able to load
the game, was put down to the patch, which worked for a few others too.
obviously the scene can be an inconvenience in the short term, but the ease
with which a copy was made available, for free, by a recognized developer, is a
reassuring endorsement of the scene's usefulness in the long run, and its ability
to act as a good extra layer of security in the event that companies close up
shop. its just the way things work. if its not happening already, its about to, in
more then one sense. the strength of having a scene when it comes to
downloading cracked games comes down to the fact that it cannot be legally
used for nefarious reasons. whether you call it a crack, a copy, an activation
code or anything else, it is simply an aimless download, designed purely to have
a game sitting there on your hard drive. and it isnt illegal. the fact that its
distributed with games is also somewhat irrelevant; the scene is there to
prevent the illegal sale of games, not just to enforce the copyright law. in other
words, you want to crack the game, thats cool, just as long as you dont screw
anyone over in the process. or in this case, if youre just having a laugh, thats
cool too. it is easy to use, and to distribute, so why not? the thing about buying a
game at retail is that the whole purpose is to trust the developer. theyre the
people who youre paying money to, so you trust them to provide you with the
product theyre selling. thats not to say that sometimes you dont end up
disappointed, but thats part of life. but the scene isnt about providing you with
some failed attempt at creating a product, it just lets you play the game, when
and if you want.
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