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in the postwar years, the u.s. army seemed to return to its pristine form, free of the meddling of humanistic academics. but there were those that kept the intellectual flame alive. the 1969 edition of the art of maneuver by tucholsky, shultz, and fulford, provides the first official recognition of operational art by the u. army. the authors openly cited triandafillovs book as their primary resource. over time, operational art spread to military
personnel and schoolhouses, all the way to the general population. by the 1980s, tucholsky had left the u. army and military education had almost completely immersed in the study of operational art. the inclusion of the operational level of war in doctrine essentially meant that many of the attributes of triandafillovs operational level of war were incorporated into u. army doctrine. this was, and still is, a revolutionary step towards the
acceptance of operational art. a great deal of these attributes, such as the idea that the level of war should be offensive, that the general is also a warlord, the idea that the main force should be mobile, that airpower is an essential part of the theater commander combat power equation, and that the levels of war are well integrated all took hold in the u. army and has created a template that all u. army doctrine is now built upon. the
final step in the acceptance of operational art by the u.s. army was the inclusion of the operational level of war in the first edition of the u. army/marine corps counterinsurgency field manual, which was published in 2003. in a departure from the practice of previous editions, the first edition of counterinsurgency focuses on just the war lords role and the organic operation of the mission. the operational level of war has been widely
accepted by u. army doctrine as well as by doctrine on other nations and their strategic approaches. now that operational art has been accepted by the u. army, it can begin to break out of its niche, and begin to apply its principles to unconventional war, peace operations, and asymmetric conflict.
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Tukhachevsky famously dismissed the strength of the opponent as irrelevant. "We will defeat the enemy where and when we wish," he declared.71 In practice, however, every operational art solution includes at least one strategy that the commander hopes will weaken the
capabilities of the enemy. If this is the case, operational art seeks to achieve this strategy by reducing the threats to the key variables described above. Operational art attempts to overcome the problems associated with time, space, and mobility. In particular, operational art
seeks to overcome the initial strategic challenges that these variables pose for a commander. In this sense, operational art is an exercise in decision science and is just as much a learning process as the planning process itself. The main elements in the process of creating this

combination of conditions are time and space. Each operational plan is, in essence, a sequential series of timed actions that start at the initial point of assembly and traverse a known territory in time. At the same time, each operational plan seeks to utilize the smallest possible
amount of space by collecting each units entire force as early as possible. Whether the operational art solution requires for the units movements to be facilitated through air mobility, the advance to be made on foot, or a combination of the two, it is all designed to minimize the
amount of space required to achieve the strategic objective. The decision science behind the operational art solution is what sets this theory apart. A commander will typically be tasked with solving a series of coupled problems to produce a desired outcome. For example, how can
the units in the area between the combatants be used to inflict the maximum harm on the opponent? How can the units employed be protected against unforeseen obstacles and subsequently redeployed in the best manner? How can command control be used to ensure that the
troops under the command of the commander are being used most effectively? How can the commander employ the assets at his or her disposal to achieve the desired tactical objective? 5ec8ef588b
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